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ABOUT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC CULTURAL EXCHANGE, Inc. (IACE)





IACE offers F-1 visa programs for high school international students.  We provide sponsorship and guardianship, host family placement in a nurturing environment, monitoring/supervision of our students throughout the academic school year and medical insurance while in our program. IACE offers programs that meet the educational goals for all students who are interested in studying in a U.S. High School. Our goals are to provide opportunities for high school students of diverse cultures to come together, share memories, make new friends and to succeed academically.








IACE offers programs in high quality public and private schools which are located in Los Angeles. Since we at IACE are located in Los Angeles as well as our highly academic high schools, we have established personal relationships working together for the student and to establish the success of each and every student. We at IACE want every student to reach their educational goals! We work together with schools that can offer education to students with a great command of English to schools that offer education for those students in need of improving their English skills through an ESL program.








IACE is approved by the California Attorney General's Office as an educational Homestay organization. 








For more information about our programs and schools, visit our website at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.iacela.com"�www.iacela.com�


 Or email us at:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:contact@iacela.com" �contact@iacela.com�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@iacela.com" �info@iacela.com�





 











1.  Pay your SEVIS I-901 fee at �HYPERLINK "https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/"�https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/�.


     You must pay this fee at least 2 business days before your F-1 Visa appointment





2. Complete Form DS-160 online at �HYPERLINK "https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/"�https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/�.





3. Make an appointment online to meet with an immigration official at your local US Embassy or Consulate at


    �HYPERLINK "http://www.usembassy.gov"�http://www.usembassy.gov�. Specific instructions will be posted on your embassy website.





4. Bring the following to your F-1 Visa appointment:


    a. The I-20 sent in your application packet. Be sure to submit all 3 pages of the I-20. 


   The form must be signed by you and by a school official in the appropriate places. 





    b. A passport valid for at least 6 months after you proposed entry date into the United States.





    c. Two 2x2 photographs. For examples, see the photo format explained in


       � HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/passport/get/first/first__830.html#step7first" �http://travel.state.gov/passport/get/first/first__830.html#step7first�





    d. If you are male and over the age of sixteen, bring a completed and signed Form DS-157


       �HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/pdf/DS-0157.pdf"�http://travel.state.gov/pdf/DS-0157.pdf�





5. During you F-1 Visa interview, do the following to increase your chances of obtaining a student visa:





     a. Be specific and definite about your plans.


   Be prepare to state what you intend to study and what kind of opportunities it will prepare you for in your        xcountry.  Be ready to explain why it is better for you to study in the United States than in your country.





     b. Explain that you will return to your home country after you study in the United States.


         If you have a brother or sister who studied in the U.S. and then returned home, take a copy of your brother or      xcxxsister's diploma and a statement from an employer showing that they have returned home.





If your application for a visa is denied, you may apply again. For more information about student visas please visit:


�HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/types__1268.html"�http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/types__1268.html�





INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS





Students are required by the U.S. Government to have insurance in effect which covers them for illness or accidents for the entire term of their stay in the United States.  If a student does not have health ad accidental insurance, IACE will purchase a policy of the required insurance and the cost of that insurance will be included in the funds on deposit for that student. If the participant's family wishes to purchase their own policy in the stated U. S. Government requirements below,  prior to the departure from his/her home country, proof of insurance must be submitted to IACE upon arrival of the student. 





Any participant in this program who fails to maintain insurance coverage according to the standards set forth above or willfully misrepresents the coverage he/she has secured will be required by law to return to his/her home country.


The requirements are:


Minimum coverage to exchange visitor participants and any accompanying spouse or dependent shall provide medical benefits of at least $50,000 per accident or illness; repatriation of remains in the amount of $7,500; expenses associated with medical evacuation to the exchange visitor's home country in the amount of $10,000; and a deductible not exceeding $500 per accident or illness. The insurance policy may include a reasonable waiting period for pre-existing conditions. Furthermore, the policy shall not unreasonable exclude coverage for perils inherent to the activities of the exchange program.





Maximum Medical Benefit $100,000


Medical Evaluation $50,000


Personal Injury or sickness $50,000


Accidental Death $10,000


Room and Board $1,000 per day x 30 days = $30,000


Surgery $3,000





IACE REFUND POLICIES


For all of our programs there is a $100 non-refundable application fee. The students must send their application and $100 non-refundable fee at the same time. For all programs the applicant is responsible for all wiring fees. 


For the F-1 visa program, IACE will send the student a copy of the I-20 to show that the visa document has been issued. Students are required to pay their total fees before receiving the original I-20 document. SEVIS regulations require all public schools to have one year's funds before the school can issue the I-20 for the F-1 visa. A space in the high school will be reserved when the total fees are paid, not on the basis of when the application is received.


FOR REFUND MINUS NON-REFUNDABLE APPLICATION FEE AND WIRING FEES


     In all cases above,


If the student is already in the U.S. on a visa because he/she has been in another program and cancels his/her participation in the IACE program four (4) weeks before the start of the IACE program, the student will receive a refund.


If a student has not yet entered the U.S., he/she can receive a refund if he/she cancels more than four (4) weeks before the start of the IACE program, the student will receive a refund. In this subsection, any student entering the U.S. prior to the start of the program on an IACE issued document is not entitled to a refund.


If a student does not receive a visa from the U.S. Consulate or U.S. Embassy after receiving an IACE issued visa acceptance, the student is entitled to a refund.


PRO-RATED OR PARTIAL REFUND


   * Students may receive a pro-rated or partial refund under the following circumstances:


Student leaves because of serious personal illness or injury that requires prolonged or extended care;


Students must return home because of verified family medical emergency; or


Student has medical condition that makes it impossible for the student to participate in the program.


NO REFUND


* Students are not entitled to, nor will they receive, a refund if:       


Student elects to go to another program; or


Student is expelled from the program for any of the reasons listed in the handbook, including, but not limited to, use of drugs, alcohol, cigarettes or any other banned or restricted substances, insubordination, behavior deemed to be disruptive and dangerous to student or others, foul or abusive language or bullying, excessive tardiness, or absences from class.











In all cases the final determination of whether a student is entitled to a refund shall be at the sole discretion of IACE Officers.
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